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Education

1984

Graduate Theological Union

Berkeley, CA

Th.D. (Hebrew Scriptures)

1979

Pacific School of Religion

Berkeley, CA

Certificate of Special Studies

1977

United Theological College

Bangalore, India

B.D.

1972

University College

Tirupati, India

M.A. (English Literature)

1970

Arts and Science College

Chittoor, India

B.A. (English, Economics and History)

Dissertation Topic

The Process of the growth of large estates as mirrored in the eighth century oracles of Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and Micah.

This dissertation seeks to analyze the process of the growth of large estates, in a systemic perspective, as it is reflected in the eighth century oracles of Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and Micah and to explore the relevance of the prophetic message for the society of India.

Teaching Experience

1998-

St. Bernard’s School of Theology & Ministry

Rochester, NY 

Assoc. Professor, Hebrew Bible


1988-1998

St. Bernard’s 

Rochester, NY

Adjunct Asst. Professor, Hebrew Bible

1993 -1994

Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School

Rochester, NY

Adjunct Professor, Hebrew Bible

 1992 - 1993

St. Bernard’s 

Rochester, NY

Interim Asst. Professor

 Fall 1990

Black Church Studies, CRDS

Rochester, NY

Course on Amos

Spring 1990

Friends Society

Rochester, NY

Course on Key Themes in the Hebrew Bible

Summer 1988

Campbell Farm

Yakima, WA

Course on the Prophets

1984 - 1987

United Theological College

Bangalore, India

Lecturer , Old Testament

Fall 1983

Pacific School of Religion

Berkeley, CA

Instructor, Old Testament

1981 - 1983

Pacific School of Religion

Berkeley, CA

Graduate Assistant, Old Testament

Areas of Teaching Competency

Primary:      The Hebrew Prophets ( general course or individual books)

The Pentateuch

The Psalms

Wisdom Literature

Social History of Israel and Judah

Biblical Hermeneutics

Asian Biblical Interpretation

Sociology of the Hebrew Bible

Theology of the Hebrew Bible

Biblical Hebrew

Hebrew Reading and Exegesis Courses

Related Fields:

The Bible and Contemporary Issues

Liberation Theology and the Bible

Bible in the Third World

Religious Pluralism and Dialogue

Feminist Issues and the Bible

Languages

Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic, German, French and Latin

Publications

“Amos and Hosea: Socioi-historical Background and Prophetic Critique.”  Word and World 28/2 (Spring 2008) : 125 – 132.
Border Crossings: Cross-CulturalHermeneutics. Essays in Honor of R. S. Sugirtharajah. ed. 

D. Premnath. Maryknoll, NY; Orbis, 2007.

“Loan Practices in the Hebrew Bible.”  In To Break Every Yoke. Essays in Honor of Marvin Chaney.

ed. Robert Coote and Norman Gottwald, Sheffield, England: Sheffield Phoenix Press, 2007.
“Biblical Interpretation in India: History and Issues.”  In Ways of Being and Ways of Reading: Constructing Asian-American Biblical Interpretation, ed. Mary Foskett and Jeffrey Kuan, 1-16. St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press, 2006
“Amos.”  New Interepreter’s Dictionary of the Bible,  S.v.,  2006.
“Hindu-Christian Relations in India.” The Evangelist vol. LXXIX/42 (Sept. 2005): 10.

Eighth Century Prophets. A Social Analysis. Chalice Press, 2003.

“Challenges and Prospects in a Multi-Scriptural Context.”  Pp. 210-223 in The Bible Speaks Today. Essays in  Honor of Gnana Robinson.  ed. Jones Muthunayagam, United Theological College, Bangalore, India, 2000.

“Latifundialization and Isaiah 5: 8-10.”  In Social Scientific Old Testament Criticism.  A Sheffield Reader. ed. David J. Chalcraft, The Biblical Seminar 47, 301-312. Sheffield Academic Press, 1997 
“The Concepts of Rta and Maat: A Study in Comparison,”  Biblical Interpretation 2/3 (1994): 325-339
“The Old Testament against its Cultural Background and its implications for Theological Education,” 

Asian Journal of Theology  2 (1988): 98-105
“Human Development and Shalom,”  Human Development and World Peace.  National Council of Churches, India, 1985, 1-8
“Comparative and Historical Sociology in Old Testament Research: A Study of Isaiah 3: 12-15,”  Bangalore Theological Forum  vol. XVII/4 (1985): 19-38
Professional memberships

1996 – 2001

Chair, Asian & Asian-American Biblical Hermeneutics Group   

Society of Biblical Literature

1988 - Present

Member, Society of Biblical Literature
Honors

Lilly Research Expense Grant from the Association of Theological Schools in the US and Canada, 2007-2008.

Selelcted to attend the Association of Theological Schools Consultation for Asians/Asian North Americans in Theological Education, Redondo Beach, CA Feb. 4-6, 2005.

Selected to attend the seminar for underrepresented racial/ethnic scholars organized by the Association of Theological Schools in San Antonio, TX  Feb. 17-19, 1995.
World Council of Churches Fellowship for Doctoral Studies, 1979 – 1982.
Travel grant from the British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem for participating in an archaeological dig at Tell el-Hesi, Summer 1981.
Professional experience

1998-

St. Bernard’s School of Theol. & Ministry 

Rochester, NY

Academic Dean






1989-1998

St. Bernard’s 





Rochester, NY

Registrar

Fall 1991 - 1998

United Methodist Church

Western New York Conference

Supply Preaching

Fall 1991

St. Bernard’s 

Rochester, NY

Acting Academic Dean

 1984 - 1987

United Theological College

Bangalore, India

Director of Field Education



1985 - 1986 

Diocese of Madras

Church of South India

Resource Person, Clergy Continuing Education

1984 -1985

Diocese of Vellore

Church of South India

Resource Person, Clergy Continuing Education

1979 - 1983

St. John’s Presbyterian Church

Berkeley, CA

Ecumenical Minister in Residence

1977 - 1978

Diocese of Vellore

Church of South India

Ordained Presbyter

1977 - 1978

Diocese of Vellore

Director for Youth Work

1972 - 1973

Diocese of Madras

Ministerial Candidate Intern

Other Interests

Music 

Cantoring

Working with parish-based adult groups

Kung Fu
List of Courses Taught

1988 - Present

St. Bernard’s & CRCDS

Rochester, NY



Introduction to the Hebrew Bible (7 times)



Prophecy in Ancient Israel (5 times)

The Minor Prophets (3)

Themes in the Hebrew Bible (4)

The Psalms (6)

Isaiah (2)

Jeremiah

Ezekiel

Elijah and Elisha Narratives

Prophets and Writings (2)

Bible and Contemporary Issues

Bible in Africa, Asia and LatinAmerica

Introduction to B iblical Hebrew 

1984 - 1987

United Theological College

Bangalore, India

M. Div Level

Intro. to Old Testament (2 times)

Pentateuch (2)

Genesis (Hebrew Exegesis)

Prophecy (2)

Amos (Hebrew Exegesis)

Bible and Liberation

Old Testament Theology

Hebrew Grammar I

Hebrew Grammar II

M.Th. Level
History of Israel (2)

Old Testament Theology (2)

Wisdom Literature

D.Th. Level
Orientation to Research

Methodology and Issues (3)

